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Synthesis of Pierre Bourdieu’s Distinction

The book “Distinction” by Pierre Bourdieu is basically about two model surveys, which Bourdieu together with his research people conducted. In the surveys, the researchers asked the respondents about their opinions and understanding of things to do with music, painting, photography and going to theatre among others. However, “Distinction” is not just a report about surveys or a mixture of reports of different surveys. From the story, it is clear that the author is a respecter of quantitative data but he is not a positivist. He clearly distances himself from figures because he understands that people only say to interviewers what they are sure of (Bourdieu, 1984). In addition, he understood that a requested opinion is one that never existed before and may be a reified work of art based on the situation at hand. 
Unlike the numerous stated process and explanations given in the author’s text, it is notable that Bourdieu’s work is basically, about the forces of power in a society and in particular, the different and restrained ways of transferring power. It is also concerned with the way in which social order is upheld in and across age groups. Unlike other western philosophies, Bourdieu’s work mostly emphasizes on the physical nature of how people live. It also puts emphasis on the issue of practice and personification in any social changes (Bourdieu, 1984). Borrowing from theories of other great researchers the author’s research led the way methods and outlines of an analytical novel. He introduces certain significant concepts such social, cultural and figurative types of capital and emblematic violence. Although his book faced a lot of criticism, he argues that any conclusions informed be tastes are related to taking positions in the society or they are themselves acts of self positioning in the society. A close view of the book reveals that Bourdieu’s argument is reinforced by a combination of both information from quantitative findings and social theory. Additionally, his argument could also be pushed forward by interviews and photographs, all in an effort to bring together challenges such as trying to understand the matter in an objective makeup (Bourdieu, 1984). In trying to set all these up, Bourdieu tried to combine both personal experience and influence from external societal organizations. 
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